
STATE OF THE SIXTH
Tuesday, January 16, 2024



AGENDA

6:00 – Welcome and 
Opening Remarks

6:05 – Presentation

6:50 – Q&A, moderated 
by Peter Urscheler, Mayor 
of Phoenixville

7:20 – Closing Remarks



We will:
1. Treat each other with respect and 

leave titles at the door
2. Use our time wisely by sticking to the 

agenda*
3. Address any conflict by dealing with 

the issue, not the person
4. We will discuss policy, not politics

*Topics requiring further discussion will be 
documented for follow-up

MEETING NORMS



Please write your questions on 
the comment card and pass them 
to a staff member.

If your question is not addressed 
during the town hall, we will 
respond to you via email or a phone 
call!

Please write clearly to ensure a 
response.

PREPARING FOR Q&A



OPENING REMARKS



CONGRESSIONAL UPDATE



Old PA-06 New PA-06

Every 10 years, most recently in 2020, the U.S. Census Bureau counts 
the number of people in the United States. This data is used to redraw 
Congressional districts, to keep them all equal in population size. 

WHO DO I REPRESENT?



SERVING OUR COMMUNITY

• Cases closed: 8,287

• Constituent dollars returned: $56 million

• Town halls held: 81

• Student internships provided: 96

• Military academy nominations made: 122
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SERVING OUR COMMUNITY

Members of our team enjoying Longwood Gardens!



COMMITMENT TO PRAGMATIC 
GOVERNANCE

• Received the Legislative Action 
Award, presented to only 6 
members each year (2 Senators 
and 4 Representatives)

• Among the highest scoring 
members of Congress for 
bipartisanship – recognized by 
the Common Ground Committee

• Reflected in my legislative 
record:
• 92% of my bills are bipartisan
• 86% of the bills I cosponsor are 

bipartisanHoulahan receives Legislative Action Award from 
Laura Hall, Executive Director of Bipartisan Action 

Group during a town hall in Downingtown.



EDUCATION AND WORKFORCE 
DEVELOPMENT

Houlahan visits Delaware County Community College’s 
Downingtown Campus to discuss the CHIPS and Science 

Act with local high school and college students!



FAMILIES – Health and Wellness



FAMILIES - Safety



ECONOMY

• June 2022 (peak) - average price was 
$5.01/gallon

• Current - $3.37/gallon
• Natural gas rates for PECO and UGI 

Utilities down 28-41% from last year



ECONOMY – A Dynamic Picture

“The unemployment rate has now remained below 4 percent for 25 
months, a stretch last accomplished in the 1960s. Average hourly wage 
growth accelerated slightly in December continuing to outpace inflation, 
boosting workers’ spending power, especially among the lowest earners."

“In many ways the labor market is at its best place it has been, not only 
since [before covid], but by some measures in decades,” said Diane Swonk, 
chief economist at accounting giant KPMG.”



WELCOMING NEW BUSINESSES 
TO PA-06!

Houlahan tours International Paper's new 
facility in Atglen in January of 2024.

Houlahan visits World Titus Center of Renewable Energy, 
Industry & Commerce in Birdsboro in October of 2023.



NEW BUSINESSES = Jobs, Jobs, Jobs

Houlahan learns about Super Natural Produce's new 
location, which is transforming a 40,000 square foot 

blighted vehicle garage.

Houlahan cuts ribbon at ceremony welcoming Piasecki 
Aircraft to its new Coatesville location.



REBUILDING PENNSYLVANIA’S 
AGING INFRASTRUCTURE

• PA has 3,112 bridges and 7,743 miles 
of highway in poor condition

• $8.1 billion has been announced in 
Pennsylvania for roads, bridges, 
roadway, safety, and major projects

• $1.5 billion has been received for 
high-speed internet

• $659 million to provide clean and 
safe water

• Largest investment in public transit 
in U.S. history



NEW INFRASTRUCTURE = Jobs, Jobs, 
Jobs

Houlahan meets with JD Eckman senior leadership and tours their facilities in Atglen.



LOWERING ENERGY COSTS AND 
PROTECTING THE ENVIRONMENT

Houlahan meets with fellow Climates Solutions Caucus Co-Chair, 
Rep. Garbarino (R-NY)



LOWERING THE COST OF 
PRESCRIPTION DRUGS

Houlahan speaks on the Inflation Reduction Act 
lowering the price of prescription drugs at Berks 

Community Health Center in June of 2023.

2023
• Drug companies pay rebates to Medicare if 

prices rise faster than inflation
• $35/month insulin for Medicare recipients
• Eliminate cost sharing for adult vaccines
2024
• Expand eligibility for full benefits under 

Medicare Part D
• Cap out-of-pocket spending for Medicare 

Part D
2026
• Require federal government to negotiate 

prices for some prescription drugs



HEALTH CARE INNOVATION



EXPANDING HEALTH CARE 
ACCESS IN PA-06

Houlahan speaks at announcement of 
historic partnership between Penn Medicine 

and the VA in June of 2023.

Houlahan meets with VA Secretary McDonough in Coatesville.



STRENGTHENING OUR NATIONAL 
SECURITY

As a conferee, Houlahan signs Fiscal Year 2024 
National Defense Authorization Act in December 

of 2023.
Houlahan talks with cadets at Valley Forge Military Academy 

and College.



SUPPORTING FIRST RESPONDERS

Houlahan met with West Reading Fire 
Department in July of 2023.



LOCAL IDEAS WITH NATIONAL 
REACH

Houlahan with Phoenixville Police Officer who inspired 
her body camera legislation as a result of their ride along.



CONFLICTS ABROAD



STATE OF THE HOUSE
I support a comprehensive, bipartisan bill to 
modernize our immigration policies. It’s 
called the DIGNITY Act, and it would:

• Provide even more money for CBP and 
border infrastructure

• Mandate employers verify the 
immigration status of workers

• Provide a path to citizenship for dreamers

• Establish a path to permanent residency 
status for eligible individuals without 
lawful immigration status who meet 
various requirements, including paying 
into a fund to provide training to U.S. 
workers

H.R. 2 would:
• Remove requirement that DHS 

transfer children to the custody of 
HHS within 72 hours.

• Eliminate the requirement of 
agreement for the removal of an 
individual to a safe country. This would 
mean the United States could send 
deportees to countries that have not 
necessarily agreed to take these 
people without assurance of a safe or 
viable pathway.

• Limit—and potentially eliminate—
federal partnerships with faith-based 
and other nongovernmental 
charitable organizations because of 
their work serving immigrants at the 
border in need.

Houlahan's father and grandmother after escaping war-torn Poland in 1945.



STATE OF THE HOUSE

Houlahan tours Phoenixville Area Community Services (PACS) in 
December 2023 to see results of over $1 million in Community 

Project Funding.



BY THE NUMBERS



Q&A
Moderated by Mayor Peter 

Urscheler



CLOSING REMARKS





OUR DISTRICT OFFICES

709 E. Gay Street, Suite 4
West Chester, PA 19380

201 Penn Street, Suite 201
Reading, PA 19601
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