
FOCUS ON FAMILIES 
TOWN HALL

Monday, February 12, 2024



AGENDA

6:00 – Welcome and Introduction
6:05 – Legislative Update
6:25 – Q&A, moderated by Chris Manna, 
Executive Director of Kennett Library
6:55 – Closing Remarks
7:00 – Event concludes



We will:
1. Treat each other with respect and 

leave titles at the door
2. Use our time wisely by sticking to the 

agenda*
3. Address any conflict by dealing with 

the issue, not the person
4. We will discuss policy, not politics

*Topics requiring further discussion will be 
documented for follow-up

MEETING NORMS



Please write your questions on 
the comment card and pass them 
to a staff member.

If your question is not addressed 
during the town hall, we will 
respond to you via email or a phone 
call!

Please write clearly to ensure a 
response.

PREPARING FOR Q&A



CONGRESSIONAL UPDATE

• Children are our future, and we 
must support initiatives that 
support our children and 
families

• Some topics we will dive into 
that support children and 
families: paid leave, childcare, 
education, keeping our kids 
safe, and more!



PAID LEAVE

• Formed the first ever bipartisan 
Paid Family Leave Working Group 
in Congress

• Policy framework with four key 
pillars:
• Improving business tax credits
• unifying practices across states
• small employer pooling for 

paid leave insurance
• A public-private partnership 

pilot to help new states start 
up paid leave programs.



DONOR MILK • A visit to the maternity ward at Paoli 
Hospital in May 2022 led to the 
discussion of the value of donor milk 
for babies with a medical need and 
the challenges of awareness and 
FDA regulations.

• The Access to Donor Milk Act is 
bipartisan and bicameral and will 
help increase access to breast milk 
for babies across the country.



INFANT FORMULA

Chrissy outside at the ByHeart baby formula plant to 
tout state funding and to discuss how to get more 

formula to her community in June 2022.

• In 2022, secured new funding for ByHeart 
Infant Formula, the first new FDA-
registered formula manufacturer in 15 
years – and located in Reading, PA!

• In 2023, passed an amendment through 
the House that added $15M for the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture’s business 
development programs.

• In 2024, led a new bipartisan letter urging 
Agriculture Secretary Vilsack to prioritize 
the resources Congress has given him 
toward helping new infant formula 
manufacturers.



CHILD TAX CREDIT
• The child tax credit is available on the 

federal level and in some cases, the 
state level
• In PA,  the Child and Dependent 

Care Enhancement Tax Credit 
which was recently increased and it 
is specifically for child care, while 
the CTC is for anyone with children

• The House of Representatives recently 
passed an overwhelmingly bipartisan 
bill to expand the Child Tax Credit
• Over 26,000 children in our 

community will benefit in the first 
year from this increase



SCHOOL FUNDING
• Championed CARES Act and the 

American Rescue Plan Act. Schools 
were provided with the financial 
resources necessary during and 
after the COVID-19 pandemic

• Proud supporter of the SNAP 
program, the TEFAP food program, 
the WIC program, and the National 
School Lunch Program

• Working to ensure SNAP and 
TEFAP will be reauthorized in Farm 
Bill



KEEPING OUR KIDS SAFE
• Championed the Bipartisan Safer 

Communities Act,  signed into law in 2022 
and is the most significant federal gun reform 
law in 28 years

• This law is working — violent crime is down 
across the country 

• The Bipartisan Safer Communities Act
• Enhances background checks for buyers 

under the age of 21
• Supports state Red Flag laws
• Disarms domestic abusers
• Funds community violence intervention
• Provides school safety funding
• Invests in mental health services for kids 

and families – in and out of school



HELPING WITH HIGHER EDUCATION

Houlahan at Delaware Community College speaking 
on the CHIPS and Science Act in September 2023.

• Support funding for our public colleges 
and universities including HBCUs and 
community colleges

• Proud to support the Supporting 
Apprenticeship Colleges Act of 2023, a 
bill that would provide grants to eligible 
apprenticeship colleges throughout the 
country to expand and support 
enrollment.

• Also, a proud cosponsor of the National 
Apprenticeship Act of 2023



STUDENT DEBT RELIEF
• Introduced the Public Service Loan 

Forgiveness (PSLF) Payment 
Completion Fairness Act — a 
bipartisan bill that would change a 
technicality in federal law that 
unnecessarily requires PSLF 
applicants to be employed in a public 
service role at the time of forgiveness

• This legislation has 28 bipartisan 
cosponsors

• I am in favor of targeted loan 
forgiveness that helps Americans 
filling our in-demand jobs: teachers, 
first responders, and more.



Q&A
Moderated by Chris Manna, 

Executive Director of  the 
Kennett Library



CLOSING REMARKS





OUR DISTRICT OFFICES

709 E. Gay Street, Suite 4
West Chester, PA 19380

201 Penn Street, Suite 201
Reading, PA 19601
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