
STATE OF THE SIXTH
Monday, February 24, 2025

Sixth Annual



OATH OF OFFICE
"I, Chrissy Houlahan, do solemnly swear that I will support and 
defend the Constitution of the United States against all enemies, 
foreign and domestic; that I will bear true faith and allegiance to 
the same; that I take this obligation freely, without any mental 
reservation or purpose of evasion; and that I will well and 
faithfully discharge the duties of the office on which I am about 
to enter. So help me God."



OPENING REMARKS



AGENDA

6:00 – Welcome, 
Ceremonial Swearing in, 
and Opening Remarks

6:10 – Presentation

6:55 – Q&A, moderated 
by Peter Urscheler, Mayor 
of Phoenixville

7:25 – Closing Remarks



WHAT IS THE STATE OF THE 
SIXTH?
This evening is our annual event to gather our 
community together and do the following:

• Reflect on events of 2024 and new challenges ahead in 
2025

• Ask questions and share your concerns
• Leave with new information and ways you can be more 

involved and aware in our community!



SOME TOPICS WE'LL COVER THIS 
EVENING
• Economy and workforce development
• Health and families
• Safety and security
• Housing
• Immigration
• Infrastructure
• Energy and environment
• National security



We will:
1. Treat each other with respect and 

leave titles at the door
2. Use our time wisely by sticking to the 

agenda*
3. Address any conflict by dealing with 

the issue, not the person
4. We will discuss policy, not politics

*Topics requiring further discussion will be 
documented for follow-up

MEETING NORMS



Please write your questions on 
the comment card and pass them 
to a staff member.

If your question is not addressed 
during the town hall, we will 
respond to you via email or a phone 
call!

Please write clearly to ensure a 
response.

PREPARING FOR Q&A



CONGRESSIONAL UPDATE



Old PA-06 New PA-06

Every 10 years, most recently in 2020, the U.S. Census Bureau counts 
the number of people in the United States. This data is used to redraw 
Congressional districts, to keep them all equal in population size. 

WHO DO I REPRESENT?



SERVING OUR COMMUNITY



SERVING OUR COMMUNITY

Members of our PA team!



EDUCATION AND WORKFORCE 
DEVELOPMENT

In October 2024, Houlahan visited Reading STEM Academy, which 
was funded primarily with federal funds and will allow 

approximately 800 Reading students to learn more about science, 
technology, engineering, and mathematics.

In October 2024, Houlahan visited Chester County 
Intermediate Unit (CCIU) and the construction site of their 

new Child & Career Development Center, Great Valley 
Campus in Malvern. This campus is an extension of their 

Coatesville Campus and is set to open in September 2026.



FAMILIES – Health and Wellness

In May 2024, during National Nurses Week, Houlahan welcomed 
U.S. Secretary of Health and Human Services Xavier Becerra to LCH 

Health and Community Services of Kennett Square.

In 2024, Houlahan and Rep. Bice (R-OK) 
co-chairs of the Paid Family Working Group.



FAMILIES - Safety

During Gun Violence Prevention Month, Houlahan met with 
Chester County DA Chris de Barrena-Sarobe and Chester County 

Sheriff Kevin Dykes to discuss violence prevention and gun 
trafficking at our southern border.

In December 2024, Houlahan and Rep. Garbarino (R-NY) 
advocated for passage of counter-drone bill amid drone sights on 

east coast.



HOUSING

The ARPA funded Whole Homes Repair Program was incredibly 
popular in our community!

Convened a panel of Housing stakeholders in Coatesville to discuss 
solutions to affordable housing.



ECONOMY – A Complex Picture



WORKFORCE IN CHESTER 
COUNTY

Worked with Senator Casey, the U.S. Navy, and 
Piasecki Aircraft Corporation to increase 
manufacturing capacity at the Heliplex.

Hosted USTR Amb. Helen Tai and Sec. Julie Su at Cleveland 
Cliffs in Coatesville.



WORKFORCE IN BERKS COUNTY

In May 2024, Houlahan honored Lourdes Peralta, Reading 
flower shop owner who was named the U.S. Small 

Business Administration's (SBA) "Eastern Pennsylvania 
Woman-Owned Small Business of the Year."

In October 2024, Houlahan toured updates 
to Community General Hospital in Reading with 

Mayor Eddie Moran, Alan Shuman, and members of 
the Greater Reading Chamber Alliance team: Lucine 

Sihelnik, Alex Roché.



IMMIGRATION

Houlahan visited the southern border on a trip with her 
colleagues in early 2024.

Houlahan advocated for the House to pass the 
bipartisan DIGNITY Act.



REBUILDING PENNSYLVANIA’S 
AGING INFRASTRUCTURE

West Chester Borough Brandywine Township

Project completed April 2024.

Manor Rd & Reeceville Rd Roundabout

EPA Regional Administrator, Adam Ortiz, joined Chrissy in West 
Chester to demonstrate lead pipe removal and replacement. This 

work was funded by IIJA.



HELPING OUR FARMERS

Houlahan meets with U.S. Agriculture Secretary Tom 
Vilsack, PA Ag Secretary Russell Redding, National 

Climate Advisor Ali Zaidi at Penn State Berks.

Discussing challenges of family dairy farms in Elverson.



PRODUCING ENERGY AND 
PROTECTING THE ENVIRONMENT

Celebrating the work of the Citizens Climate Lobby in West Chester.



LOWERING THE COST OF 
PRESCRIPTION DRUGS



SUPPORTING FIRST RESPONDERS

Meeting with some of Phoenixville Police Departments incredible officers! ARPA funded this state-of-the-art fire station in 
Reading. The new construction replaced the 

dilapidated former building.



HONORING OUR HEROES

In March 2024, we honored the heroism of our constituent, Larry Liss, 
with the Silver Star. It is the third highest military commendation and 

awarded for valor in battle.

Image of Larry Liss as a young 
cadet.



MILITARY PERSONNEL 
AND READINESS

Houlahan and Rep. Don Bacon (R-NE) called for 
quality-of-life issues to be addressed for military 

members and their families.

Houlahan toured Butler, PA farm show site with 
colleagues on bipartisan task force to investigate 

the Trump assassination attempts.



INTELLIGENCE AND 
CONFLICTS ABROAD

In 2024, Houlahan went on a bipartisan trip with other lawmakers 
to Taiwan and met with Taiwan’s leader, Lai Ching-te.

Houlahan went to Munich for the Munich Security 
Conference and met with Ukrainian 

President Volodymyr Zelenskyy.



STATE OF THE HOUSE



BY THE NUMBERS
How much legislation actually passed in the 118th Congress?

If measured by the number of bills signed into law, the 118th Congress was  the most 
unproductive in 40 years:

• The 118th Congress successfully passed less than 150 bills.
• For comparison, the 117th Congress passed more than 350 bills when Democrats 

held control of both chambers and the White House.
• Since 1989 –when  George H.W. Bush was president – each previous 

Congress passed an average of more than 380 laws.

How many of the bills from the 118th Congress were about renaming post offices or 
other non-critical issues?

• Approximately half of total legislation (more than 70) in the 118th Congress.

What didn’t Speaker Johnson bring to the floor?

• Hundreds of bills related to kitchen table issues! We introduced around 9,000 bills as 
a Congress including legislation about healthcare, education, immigration, etc.



STATE OF THE HOUSE

We only need three.



DO THE RIGHT THING



Q&A
Moderated by 

Mayor Peter Urscheler



CLOSING REMARKS



IF YOU DO/DON'T LIKE WHAT YOU 
SEE:
1. Communicate with your government – local, state, federal -- and encourage others in 

other places to do the same…your voice matters

2. Let us know of specific direct impact stories that we can elevate

3. Contact us if you need help with a federal agency

4. Follow me on social and sign up for newsletter for real time updates

5. Support organizations that are actively working on causes or cases that matter to you

6. Vote (2x a year, every year)…your vote matters

7. Remember that approximately 50% of our community and the country may disagree with 
you and your vote so commit to be civil/decent and to seek truth and other opinions and 
perspectives

8. Take care of yourself and others





OUR DISTRICT OFFICES

709 E. Gay Street, Suite 4
West Chester, PA 19380

201 Penn Street, Suite 201
Reading, PA 19601
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