
EARLY CHILDHOOD 
EDUCATION AND LITERACY 

TOWN HALL
Monday, July 24, 2023



AGENDA

1:00 – Welcome and Update,
Rep. Chrissy Houlahan
1:10 – Sesame Workshop presentation, 
Dr. Jeanette Betancourt
1:17 – Introduction of guest panelists 
and moderator
1:18 –Q&A, moderated by Dr. Susan 
Looney, President of RACC
2:00 – Final remarks and Conclusion



We will:
1. Treat each other with respect and 

leave titles at the door
2. Use our time wisely by sticking to the 

agenda*
3. Address any conflict by dealing with 

the issue, not the person
4. Ask clarifying questions when in 

doubt
5. We will discuss policy, not politics

*Topics requiring further discussion will be 
documented for follow-up

MEETING NORMS



Please write your questions on 
the comment card and pass them 
to a staff member.

If your question is not addressed 
during the town hall, we will 
respond to you via email or a phone 
call!

Please write clearly to ensure a 
response.

PREPARING FOR Q&A



• First woman to represent PA's 6th 
Congressional District

• Air Force veteran, educator, 
engineer, and entrepreneur

• Served in Teach for America as a 
chemistry teacher at Simon Gratz 
High School in North Philadelphia

• Led and scaled a nonprofit 
helping thousands of 
underserved students across 
America build their literacy skills

MY BACKGROUND



• Senior Vice President of U.S. 
Social Impact at Sesame Workshop

• Sesame Workshop is the nonprofit 
behind Sesame Street and working to 
help kids everywhere grow smarter, 
stronger, and kinder

• At Sesame Workshop, Jeanette directs 
the development and implementation 
of community and family engagement 
initiatives to positively impact 
vulnerable children and their families

Dr. Jeanette Betancourt 
Senior Vice President of 

U.S. Social 
Impact  Sesame 

Workshop

NEXT: JEANETTE BETANCOURT



The Joy of  
Learning Together
Dr. Jeanette Betancourt

SVP, U.S. Social Impact





Our Mission and 
Vision

To help children everywhere 

grow smarter, stronger,

and kinder in order to empower 

each generation to build a better 

world.



Family and Provider Resources

1. ABCs and 123s
2. Healthy Minds and Bodies
3. Tough Topics
4. Courses and Webinars



Connect with Us!

All our resources can be found on sesame.org. Scan the QR code or text 
“SESAME” to the number below to get started!



SPECIAL GUESTS

Dr. Susan Looney
President

Reading Area
Community College

Dr. Jeanette Betancourt 
Senior Vice President of 

U.S. Social 
Impact  Sesame 

Workshop

Shante' Brown
Deputy Secretary 
PA Office of Child

Development and
Early Learning

Moderator Panelist Panelist Panelist

Dr. Michelle Reichard-Huff
Director of Early Childhood 

and Student Services
Berks County Intermediate Unit



Q&A
Moderated by Dr. Susan Looney, 

President of Reading Area Community College



CLOSING REMARKS





OUR DISTRICT OFFICES

709 E. Gay Street, Suite 4
West Chester, PA 19380

201 Penn Street, Suite 201
Reading, PA 19601
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